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Paper 1  

The table below shows the number of raw marks allocated for each question in this mark scheme. 

Assessment  Objectives  Total 
marks 

Component  AO1  AO2  AO3  AO4 
Component 1:  
Shakespeare and Post- 
1914 Literature 

Questions 1a to 6a  20  20 

Questions 1b to 6b  15  5  20 

Question 7  16  16  8  40 
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SECTION A–Shakespeare

Answer the question on ONE text from this section.

You should spend about 55 minutes on this section.

You should divide your time equally between parts (a) and (b) of the question.

Macbeth – from Act 1 Scene 3, lines 128 to 153 

In this extract, Macbeth has just been told that he is to become Thane of Cawdor.

MACBETH

[Aside] Two truths are told 
As happy prologues to the swelling act 
Of the imperial theme. (To ROSS and ANGUS) I thank 
you, gentlemen.	 130 
(Aside) This supernatural soliciting 
Cannot be ill – cannot be good. If ill, 
Why hath it given me earnest of success, 
Commencing in a truth? I am Thane of Cawdor. 
If good, why do I yield to that suggestion 135 
Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair, 
And make my seated heart knock at my ribs 
Against the use of nature? Present fears 
Are less than horrible imaginings. 
My thought, whose murder yet is but fantastical, 140 
Shakes so my single state of man, that function 
Is smothered in surmise, and nothing is 
But what is not.

BANQUO 
(To ROSS and ANGUS) Look how our partner’s rapt.

MACBETH 
(Aside) If chance will have me king, why, chance 
may crown me, 
Without my stir.

BANQUO 
New honours come upon him 145 

Like our strange garments – cleave not to their mould 
But with the aid of use.

MACBETH 
(Aside) Come what come may, 

Time and the hour runs through the roughest day.

BANQUO 
Worthy Macbeth, we stay upon your leisure.
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Turn over   

MACBETH 
Give me your favour. My dull brain was wrought 150 
With things forgotten. Kind gentlemen, your pains 
Are registered where every day I turn 
The leaf to read them. – Let us toward the king.

1	 (a)	 Explore how Shakespeare presents the reactions of Macbeth in this extract.

Refer closely to the extract in your answer.
(20)

(b)	 In this extract, Macbeth reacts to the predictions made by the witches.

Explain the importance of predictions elsewhere in the play.

In your answer, you must consider:

• how predictions are shown

• the reasons for the predictions.

		  You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.
(20)

(Total for Question 1 = 40 marks)
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Much Ado About Nothing – Act 4 Scene 1, lines 255 to 283

In this extract, Beatrice discusses her concern for Hero with Benedick.

BENEDICK 
Surely I do believe your fair cousin is wronged. 255

BEATRICE 
Ah, how much might the man deserve of me that would 
right her!

BENEDICK 
Is there any way to show such friendship?

BEATRICE 
A very even way, but no such friend.

BENEDICK 
May a man do it?	 260

BEATRICE 
It is a man’s office, but not yours.

BENEDICK 
I do love nothing in the world so well as you. Is not that 
strange?

BEATRICE  
As strange as the thing I know not. It were as possible  
for me to say I loved nothing so well as you. But believe 265 
me not, and yet I lie not: I confess nothing, nor I deny  
nothing. I am sorry for my cousin.

BENEDICK 
By my sword, Beatrice, thou lovest me.

BEATRICE 
Do not swear, and eat it.

BENEDICK 
I will swear by it that you love me; and I will make him 270 
eat it that says I love not you.

BEATRICE 
Will you not eat your word?

BENEDICK 
With no sauce that can be devised to it. I protest I love 
thee.

BEATRICE 
Why, then, God forgive me! 275

BENEDICK 
What offence, sweet Beatrice?
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Turn over     

BEATRICE 
You have stayed me in a happy hour. I was about to 
protest I loved you.

BENEDICK  
And do it with all thy heart. 

BEATRICE  
I love you with so much of my heart that none is left to  
protest.			   	 280

BENEDICK  
Come, bid me do anything for thee. 

BEATRICE  
Kill Claudio.

4	 (a)	 Explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Beatrice and 
Benedick in this extract.

		  Refer closely to the extract in your answer.
(20)

	 (b)	 In this extract, Beatrice is concerned about her cousin’s reputation.

		  Explain the importance of reputation elsewhere in the play.

		  In your answer, you must consider:

		  •	 how reputation is shown

		  •	 why reputation is important.

		  You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.
(20)

(Total for Question 4 = 40 marks)
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Turn over   

Journey’s End: R C Sherriff

Your response will be marked for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures, 
and accurate use of spelling and punctuation.

EITHER

13	 Osborne: You’ll feel all right in a minute. How’s that? Comfortable? 

Stanhope: �Yes. Comfortable. [He looks up into Osborne’s face and laughs again.] 
Dear old Uncle. 

Explore the relationship between Osborne and Stanhope in the play.

	 You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 13 = 40 marks 
(includes 8 marks for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence 

structures, and accurate use of spelling and punctuation))

OR

14 Hibbert: Ever since I came out here I’ve hated and loathed it.

In what ways does the war affect the soldiers in Journey’s End?

	 You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 14 = 40 marks 
(includes 8 marks for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence 

structures, and accurate use of spelling and punctuation))
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Blood Brothers: Willy Russell

Your response will be marked for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures, 
and accurate use of spelling and punctuation.

EITHER 

11	 Mrs Lyons: �They say that if either twin learns that he was once a pair, they will both 
immediately die.

What is the significance of superstition in Blood Brothers?

	 You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 11 = 40 marks 
(includes 8 marks for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence 

structures, and accurate use of spelling and punctuation))

OR

12	 Mrs Johnstone: �They say I should put them into care, but … I love the bones of every one 
of them. 

Explore the importance of the character of Mrs Johnstone.

	 You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 12 = 40 marks 
(includes 8 marks for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence 

structures, and accurate use of spelling and punctuation))
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SECTION B – Post-1914 Literature – British Play OR British Novel

Answer ONE question from this section, on EITHER a British Play OR a British Novel.

You should spend about 50 minutes on this section.

BRITISH PLAY

An Inspector Calls: J B Priestley

Your response will be marked for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures, 
and accurate use of spelling and punctuation.

EITHER

7	 Sheila: [passionately] You’re pretending everything’s just as it was before.

In what ways is Sheila important in the play?

	 You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 7 = 40 marks 
(includes 8 marks for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence 

structures, and accurate use of spelling and punctuation))

OR

8	 BIRLING: You’ll apologise at once … I’m a public man –

	 INSPECTOR: �[massively] Public men, Mr. Birling, have responsibilities as well as 
privileges.

Explore the significance of social position in An Inspector Calls.

	 You must refer to the context of the play in your answer.

(Total for Question 8 = 40 marks 
(includes 8 marks for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence 

 structures, and accurate use of spelling and punctuation))
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Paper 1 full script (Much Ado About Nothing and 
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Turn over   

Lord of the Flies: William Golding

Your response will be marked for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence structures, 
and accurate use of spelling and punctuation.

EITHER

17	 ‘Shut up,’ said Ralph absently. He lifted the conch. ‘Seems to me we ought to have a chief to 
decide things.’

In what ways is conflict important in Lord of the Flies?

	 You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

 (Total for Question 17 = 40 marks 
(includes 8 marks for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence 

structures, and accurate use of spelling and punctuation))

OR

18	 A skinny, vivid little boy, with a glance coming up from under a hut of straight hair 
that hung down, black and coarse.

Explore the importance of Simon in the novel.	

	 You must refer to the context of the novel in your answer.

(Total for Question 18 = 40 marks 
(includes 8 marks for the range of appropriate vocabulary and sentence 

structures, and accurate use of spelling and punctuation))
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